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MISSION

TheForestry program provides for the protection and responsible use of our
publicly owned CountydfestLands and a well agprovidingtechnical assistance
to privatelandowners throughout the County.

COOPERATIVE FOREFRRYGRAM

The delivery of forestry services is dl@aborativeeffort with many cooperating
agencies, groups and private sector individu#iatrim County has taken the lead
role for funding the forestry program. The Conservation District is responsible fo
delivery of forestry assistance and the maintenance and management of County
owned lands. Other partnerships include; the MSU extension, Michigan
Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Senatégr-profit
organizations, local urstof government and many others.



TheCountyForesterDirective

TheAntrim Conservation District, through the cooperative agreement wittrim
County, hired &oresterto oversee countpwned forest landactivities as well as
to provide privatdand technical supporto the landowners within the county
The responsibilities of thEoresterare as follows:

Write and maintain forest management plans for individual parcels.
Implement forest management plans.

Monitor use of county lands

Maintain property lines

Assist county board of commissioners with special projects.
Oversee all timbering and improvement cutting.

Issue firewood cutting permits.

Maintain designated recreational trails.

. Improve recreational usage.

10 Provide technical assence and advise to the residents of Antrim County.
11 Report annually to County Board of Commissioners.
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For technical assistandeel to call Mike Meriwether at the Antrim Conservation
District @ 231533-8363.



¥ Letter from the Foresterc Mike
Meriwether
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the impactsthose serviceare having on our

community.

The forestry program in Antrim County continues to provide technical services to
county parks, natural areas, public forest lands, private landowmgoaips,
schools and noprofit organizations.

This year came with sont&ad news andlisturbingobservations Dry weather
with 70 straight daysvithout rain made successful tree planting projeeery
difficult. The drought alsbad influence on overalbrest health in the region

An emerging forest tent caterpillar outbreak began to be ndaticethe eastern
portions of the county. Next year we will likely see defoliation thoogtthe
county.

The last of the ash trees seemed to have been killed after 10 yeaesifidtion
from theinvasiveemerald ash borerA second invasive pesBeech bark disease
has been actively killing beech trees throughowt tdounty. With no solutions
insight, it is likely that our beech will go the way of the elm and ash trees.

A new forest product plant wasonstructedin grayling It is currently the largst
particle board plant in the country. This plamil likely have an influence on
wood procurement in Antrim County. This plant shguidvidemore market
access to lower value wood produgchait will also place more pressure on our
private forest to poduce wood productsin contrast, a new Amish pallet mill was
constructed in Echo township and is currently receivang materials for the
construction of pallet woogroducts Overall, vood productsremain ingreat
demand keeping stumpage prices rélaly stable.



Fortunately, our forests seem to be quite resilient. Antrim County is still
producing very higér quality forest productsuch as maple veneer and quality
sawlog products Thosdorest landowners who havavested insustainable

fored practicesare reaping the benefits of selling higher valued forest products.

Outdoor recreational activities seem to be on the risé&mtrim County. Many of
our county forest landare utilized for hiking, biking and nature walks. Several
havereceived upgrademaking them more accessible for passive recreational
activities. Some of the moreommonlyused county forest lands includarns
Park,GrassRiverNatural AreaGlacial His PathwayCedarRver Natural Areaand
the Morhmam Natural Area

As we move into 2019 and beyond, t@enservationDistrict remains committed
to working with our fellow partners and stakeholders to insure that Antrim
County continues to meet the needsf our private landowners. Equally
important is the continued management and maintenance of our 5,00@¢res
of properties owned by the County itself.

Thisreport is broken down into two major categories: 1) private land assistance
and 2.) County lrel Services.

The Antrim Conservation District continues to evaj\leorestry services continue
to be a staple service offered through the Antrim Conservation District.

Many thanks to the county commissioners for supporting the forestry program
here in Aatrim County.

Mike Meriwether, Forester

Antrim Conservation District



OURFORES

Thelast | checked the United Sates showed dorestland base of 278 million
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opportunities for millions of people, and countless other environmental and social
benefits to the public.

\
S

| As we know Michigan is a state rich

# in forest resources. Its 19.3 million

B acres of forest land cover 53 percent

JBl of the State, with 18.6 million

@ considered timberlanda A OKA 3 y Q&
# timberland acreage is the fifth largest

in the United States.

& ... Antrim County has no shortage of
§ forests. 53 percent of the Couty is
considered forested. An additional 15 percent is riparian forest that inslude
wetlands and shrublands converting to foresike all forests, those forests
within Antrim Gounty are providing a multitude of benefits to its citizens.
Antrim Countywatershed protectiorg, clean lakes and streamss a significant
benefit of a forested landscape.
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The eonomic benefits to Michigan's economy are significant. Over $12 billion of

value alded and 200,000 jobs are annually supported statewide through forest
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significantly toward the values and quatiby-life shared by its residents.

PRIVATE LAND SERVICES

Private landavners who own forestlands, wetlands, and other |avaked
resources throughout the state, not unlike the farming community, provide a
myriad of benefits to society. These benefits include clean air, clean water, wildlife
habitat, locations for recreatiorfood, fish habitat, raw wood products, etc. In



essence, without these benefal resourcesthe quality of life experienced by our
society would be diminished.

Private land services are those technical services available to private landowners
within the county. It might be somethingsgimple as evaluating a trew as

complex aselling standing timbefMheForesterhas become a resource for a

wide range of subject matterMost beneficial and the back bone of the private

land forestry program is the opportunity to have an-sight review of your

property.
If you own property, you likely have some questions regarding its wise use. A

walk through with theForestercan provie insight to your decisiemaking
process. It can also give you a realistic assessment of your forest.

Here are a feweommon subjects often discussed on site with private landowners

1 Pine management

1 Hardwood management
1 Marketing forest products
1 Wildlife management

1 Tree planting

In 2018 theForesterwalked and talked through the management of
3,684 acres (47 parcels)

Referralsto the Private Sector

Often landowners will be referred to a private sector company to accomplish the
desired goals set by ¢hlandowner.The private sector includes: tree removal
companies, loggers, sawmills, excavators, nurseries, landscapers, consultants and
alike.

112referralswere made to private sectorcontractorsin 2018

Management Planning

The forestry program does provide forest management planning services where
appropriate. Weado notprovide full blown management plans that are used to
access tax related prograsuch as th&ualified Forest ProgranQER and the



QFA program administerday the Sate of Michigan. Here landavers are
encouraged to contact a profesionalresouice provider who can spend more time
with an individual landowner.

For those individuals who simply wish to implement a projewee canprovide
practice planning documesthat help an individual accomplish agle goal on
the property such as a tegplanting, wildlife food plot or generaliddorest
Improvement project.

Practice Plang 12 completed, totaling590 acres
MAEAPForestPlans¢ 2 completed, coverindgl20 acres
QFP Plarg 1 completedfor 40 acres

HUNTER ACCESS PROGRAM (HAP)

The hunter access prografdAP)s administered by th€onservationDistrict
Forester The HAP provides funding to land@ws interested in allowing public
hunting to occur on their propertyBasicallythe state is leasing the hunting
rights on behalf of sportsman and women in the state. This year several new
parcels were added to the HAIROBramhere in Antrim County.

Logonto mi.gov/hapfor information and a listing of HAP properties available.

SCHOOL FORESTS

+ Several of the public schools within
the county own forest lang]
originally acquired for the purpose
of school forest activitiesMany of
the public schools ithin the county
have a working relationship with the
GonservationDistrict Foresterto
assist with management and
maintenance of their school forests



The Ellsworth School is likely the most active relativesi oftheir of school
forest. This year thEoresterasssted with the Lancer Leap educational
curriculumon the school forest properties.orest ecology was the main subject
matter discussedln addition, theForesterassisted with the management and
marketing of forest products from one of their parcetenerating income for the
school

The Bellaire Public School has done periodic timber improvements to their
properties adjacent to the sclob. The Bellaire School forest contains a short
walking trail and a High School to Middle School trail constructed to keep
students from walking the road between the schefr safety purposes. The
Foresterassisted withthe construction andrail maintenance aBellaire Public
Schools.

The SunriseAcademydoes not own
properties themselves. Thestudents
are currently being utilizetb implement
conservation practices in our parks.
Currently the students are working on a
stairwell project for the EIRapids Day
Park supervised by theorester

Tree Planting Assistance

AVhen some remote ancestor of ours invented the shovel, he became a giver: He could plant a
tree. And when the axe was invented, he became a taker: He could chop it down. Whoever
owns land has thus assumed, whether he knows it or not, the divine function of creating and
destroyi ng paldaLaocpoi. O



Most residents know of the annual
tree sale conducted by the
Caservation Distict each spring.
Here seedling orders are taken all
winter and trees are distributed and
| planted in the spring. e Foresteris
available to assist landowners with
| tree selection, site specific setion,
guantities and referrals to planting
"= contractors where largesicreage
L plantingsrequire machine planting.

49 acresvere planted commerciallyn 2018

The Consenrtaon District sold 80,000 seedlings used for conservation
plantings thought the county in 2018.

Tree evaluationsand backyardchabitats

: Although theForesteris not an arborist many

#  landowners like to have a yatrke inspectedby
-, the Forester TheForesteris able to give advice
- on tree maintenance, care, evaluatazard

. nature of trees and when needetkcommend

| alist oftree comparmesto address the tres

¥ 44 yard treesand backyardsvere
inspected in 2018
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The Qualified Forest ProgranQEB

The purpose of the Qualified Forest Program is to encourage
landowners to actively manage their forests for commercial harvest,
wildlife habitat enhancement, and improvement of other nforest
resources. In exchange for managing their forests in a sustainable
fashion, the landowner will receive an exemption from thealogchool
operating millage. Landowners can cont®dARBPQFP @
Michigan.govfor more information.

6 referralswere madeto the MDARD qualified forest program

CONSERVATION CALLS

Conservation callare simply phone conversations or walkin visits with
landowners. Theysometimesresult in field appointments aridr referrals.

220conservation calls were conducted

SEMINARS&Nd RJBLIC EDUCATION

TheForesterns available for public speaking or educational field trips and
periodically conducts pubic seminars

or group tours that focus on forestry

within the county.

MBC

The Michigan Biological Club held

their annual meeting at shanty Creek

this year. Th&oresterwas contacted

to conduct a field tour of our County

Forest at Ritt Road. The subject

matter was northern hardwood

management and ecology of hardwood forests.
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